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this killer. Amazingly, nearly two-thirds of
women who died suddenly of heart attack had
no prior history of heart disease, and no risk
was detected.

Public health experts have drawn many
links between the difficulties poor and working
women face and increased risk of disease.
Cardiovascular diseases are no exception to
these health effects of inequality.

Furthermore, cardiovascular diseases strike
African-American women particular hard. Afri-
can-American women die of heart attacks at
twice the rate of other women, and die from
strokes at a 33-percent higher rate that white
women.

The risk factors that increase likelihood of
cardiovascular diseases are also greater for
African-American women than white women,
including a higher incidence of diabetes, high-
er percentage with elevated cholesterol levels,
less physical activity, and a greater rate of
obesity.

These factors—often stemming from stress
and struggle of trying to make ends meet—are
commonly known with health care profes-
sionals—yet these factors and the deadly car-
diovascular diseases that result are almost in-
visible in the policy debates and public discus-
sions of our Nation’s health and welfare.

That is why I urge you to join me in support-
ing the Women’s Cardiovascular Diseases Re-
search and Prevention Act. We who know bet-
ter must create the kind of pressure, through
broad education and study that will put this
issue at the center of our public health initia-
tives, not stuck on the fringes, while striking,
literally, at the heart of the women in America.

This bill aims to lay the critical foundation
for the research and public education that is
needed to turn around this largely silent killer
of America’s women. The bill authorizes $140
million to the National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute of the National Institutes of Health to
expand studies on heart diseases to include
women and conduct outreach that will reach
women. This authorization will start to make
up for the many years in which women and
minorities have been greatly underrepresented
in heart and stroke research.

Currently, most if not all, diagnostic equip-
ment and treatments are based on studies lim-
ited to men. The results of this research bias
has meant many health care professionals re-
main unaware of the varied and often subtle
symptoms of heart diseases women may
have, like dizziness, breathlessness, and arm
pain.

This bill will provide those responsible for
detecting and treating women with the knowl-
edge necessary to combat these diseases
among women.

This bill seeks to use the results of this re-
search as well, spreading this knowledge be-
yond the hospitals and laboratories. This bill
would establish targeted outreach programs
for women and health care providers alike to
educate all of us on the common symptoms of
and risk factors contributing to cardiovascular
diseases among women.

The Women’s Cardiovascular Diseases Re-
search and Prevention Act can be a crucial
first step in getting timely diagnosis, effective
treatment and broad, effective prevention
measures for the leading killer of American
women. I look forward to working with the
members of the Congressional Caucus of
Women’s Issues, and all other interested
Members of Congress to pass this legislation.

Again, I would like to thank you for the oppor-
tunity to speak to you today.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of this special
order this evening.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVID-
ING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2, HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
AND RESPONSIBILITY ACT OF
1997

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio (during the spe-
cial order of the gentlewoman from
Maryland, Mrs. MORELLA) from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 105–81) on the
resolution (H. Res. 133) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2) to re-
peal the United States Housing Act of
1937, deregulate the public housing pro-
gram and the program for rental hous-
ing assistance for low-income families,
and increase community control over
such programs, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVID-
ING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 867, ADOPTION PROMOTION
ACT OF 1997

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio (during the spe-
cial order of the gentlewoman from
Maryland, Mrs. MORELLA) from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 105–82) on the
resolution (H. Res. 134) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 867) to
promote the adoption of children in
foster care, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

f

THE NORTH AMERICAN FREE
TRADE AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from Michi-
gan [Mr. BONIOR] is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I will in-
sert in the RECORD the statement by
the gentleman from California [Mr.
MILLER] under the remarks of this spe-
cial order.

Mr. Speaker, I would also say to my
friend and colleagues that I am joined
this evening by a distinguished col-
league of mine from the State of Ver-
mont who has been a champion on fair
trade in this country, BERNIE SANDERS.
If I could, I would like to make a few
brief remarks and then yield to my

friend from Vermont, [Mr. SANDERS] or
whomever else would like to engage in
this debate.

Mr. Speaker, we have been meeting
here on a weekly basis to talk about
the effects of the North American Free
Trade Agreement. Let me just begin by
saying after 3 years, actually 40
months, we are now able to look close-
ly at the effects of the North American
Free Trade Agreement, and I would
recommend to my colleagues an edi-
torial today in the New York Times be-
cause this editorial really shows us
how the issues of trade and protecting
the environment are really inseparably
linked. We are going to talk about the
environment a little bit, and then we
are going to get to some other issues
with respect to corporations. The edi-
torial discussed the environmental
challenges that the Nation of Chile is
facing.

Mr. Speaker, I insert in the RECORD a
copy of that editorial that was in the
New York Times this morning.

The article referred to is as follows:
SLIGHTING NATURE IN CHILE

When Augusto Pinochet stepped down as
President in 1990, Chile’s people hoped that
democracy would bring an improvement in
the country’s environment. The dictatorship
had listened mainly to its friends in indus-
try, and Chileans hoped that a new govern-
ment would heed conservationists and public
health advocates. What they did not count
on was that in Chile, like most developing
countries eager to attract foreign invest-
ment, the desire for growth outweighed envi-
ronmental concerns.

As a result, air and water pollution remain
serious threats to public health. Chile is also
destroying irreplaceable natural resources
through logging of old-growth forests and
overfishing.

Chile has some tough environmental laws
but, as in other Latin nations, they are not
well enforced—in part because of the desire
for growth. Chile is justifiably proud of a
decade of growth at more than 5 percent,
much of it from exports from mining, forest
products and fishing, which damage the envi-
ronment unless carefully regulated.

These extractive industries exercise great
political influence. Moreover, unlike their
American and European counterparts, busi-
ness leaders in Chile see no particular public
relations value in supporting environmental
causes. The Chilean industrialists’ group has
even hinted that it will organize a boycott of
‘‘Oro Verde,’’ a prime-time soap opera with
an environmental theme.

Businesses commission the required envi-
ronmental impact statements, and the gov-
ernment board that evaluates them often
cannot afford to hire experts to do a thor-
ough job. On several occasions when the
board has rejected major investment propos-
als, political commissions have allowed the
projects to proceed. President Eduardo Frei
has often said he will not let environmental
concerns stand in the way of growth.

Chile’s environmental groups are small and
rely heavily on volunteers. But they have
helped raise public awareness of environ-
mental issues to the point where politicians
cannot risk ignoring them. And they have
mounted successful court challenges. Chile’s
supreme court just blocked a major logging
project by an American company, declaring
that Chile’s basic environmental law was too
vague. New regulations were quickly passed.

The court is surely on the right track. No
one has calculated the yearly cost of envi-
ronmental damage to Chileans’ health and
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